
 

 

Sexism|Cinema Film Series: Spring 2021 
Fifty+ years ago, the term “sexism” was coined. This film series considers ways in which sexism is embedded, 
endorsed, and/or challenged in the cinema. Together, these films featuring women as central protagonists offer 
an intriguing site for the analysis of representations of race/ethnicity, femininities, masculinities, and 
sexualities. All discussions begin at 7:30pm on Zoom; please register through the links on our website: 
https://www.sexismcinema.com/. 

 
February 3, 2021: Born in Flames (1983) 

March 3, 2021: The Joy Luck Club (1993) 
April 7, 2020: Enough (2002) 
May 5, 2020: Gaslight (1944) 

 
Film Facts:  The Joy Luck Club was the first major Hollywood production to have an all-Asian cast, and yet, 
the original movie poster designs did not feature any Asian faces. According to the Center for the Study of 
Women in Television and Film, among the top 100 grossing films in 2019, 7% of women characters were Asian. 
 

Our Featured Speaker for Tonight 
Dr. I. Joyce Chang is a professor of Child and Family Development Program in the school of Human Services 
at the University of Missouri. Dr. Chang received her doctorate in Human Development and Family Sciences 
and Master’s degree in Interdisciplinary Studies (Psychology, Women Studies, & Statistics) from Oregon State 
University. Before beginning her career at University of Central Missouri, she taught at universities in Oregon 
and Washington. Her primary research interests are high-risk behaviors, child maltreatment, relationship 
development and impact of technology on families. Dr. Chang has received awards for excellence in teaching, 
research, service and advisement from UCM and professional organizations. She has been active in 
professional and community services. She was elected to serve on the board of NCFR and is currently the 
Focus group chair for Families and Technology. Dr. Chang has also served as a president of the school board 
and the interim principal of the Chinese School of Greater Kansas City.  
 

Potential Questions for Discussion 
1. What do you think about this film’s representation of motherhood, particularly in the context of 

wartime and intimate-partner abuse? How does the film portray mother-daughter relationships?  
2. The Joy Luck Club emphasizes the experiences of multiple female characters, but how does it represent 

Chinese and Chinese-American masculinity? Does the film challenge stereotypes or promote them?   
3. How are women’s sexualities shown in the film? How do these representations relate to stereotypes 

about Asian women’s sexualities?  
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Sponsored by: Alamo Drafthouse, TTU’s International Film Series, TTU Women’s and Gender Studies, TTU’s 

RISE (Risk Intervention and Safety Education), and The Humanities Center at Texas Tech 
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Additional Resources 

 

 


