
 

Sexism|Cinema Film Series: Fall 2020 
Fifty+ years ago, the term “sexism” was coined. This film series considers ways in which sexism is embedded, 
endorsed, and/or challenged in the cinema. Together, these films featuring women as central protagonists offer 
an intriguing site for the analysis of representations of race/ethnicity, femininities, masculinities, and 
sexualities.  All discussions begin at 7:00pm on Zoom; please register through the links on our website: 
https://www.sexismcinema.com/.  
 

September 2, 2020: Iron Jawed Angels (2004) 
October 7, 2020: Bend It Like Beckham (2002) 

November 4, 2020: At Second Glance (Auf den zweiten Blick) (2012) 
December 2, 2020: The Princess and the Frog (2009) 

 
Film Fact: Actress Margo Martindale, who plays the role of suffragette Harriot Stanton Blatch in Iron 
Jawed Angels, also appears as “Battling Bella” Abzug in the 2020 FX miniseries, Mrs. America, which 
depicts the political struggle surrounding the Equal Rights Amendment. 
 

 
Our Featured Speaker for Tonight 

Dr. Emily Skidmore is an Associate Professor of History and Women’s & Gender Studies Affiliated Faculty 
member at Texas Tech, where she teaches classes on the history of women, gender and sexuality. Her first 
book, True Sex: The Lives of Trans Men at the Turn of the Twentieth Century was published by NYU Press in 
2017, and she is currently working on a second book about the history of breastfeeding in the United States. 
Her work has also appeared in the journals Feminist Studies and GLQ, as well as the blogs Notches and 
LitHub, and NPR.  

 
Potential Questions for Discussion 

1. Given the political importance of and interesting characters involved in the suffrage movement, why is it not 
more prominent in contemporary culture? 

2. What is the impact of Ida B. Wells-Barnett’s character on your interpretation of the film? Also, Ruza 
Wencklawska’s character?  

3. How does the film present the importance of sexuality, both that of the activists and the way the larger society 
responds to sexuality? 

4. How does the film present intergenerational conflicts among the activists? 
5. What purpose does the film’s use of contemporary music serve? 

Further Resources 

Maddux, Kristy. “Winning the Right to Vote in 2004: Iron Jawed Angels and the Retrospective Framing of Feminism.” 
Feminist Media Studies 9.1 (2009): 73-94. 

Shuessler, Jennifer. “The Complex History of the Women’s Suffrage Movement.” New York Times (August 15, 2019). 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/15/arts/design/womens-suffrage-movement.html. 

Terborg-Penn, Rosalyn. African American Women in the Struggle for the Vote, 1850-1920. Bloomington: Indiana UP, 
1998. 

Lubbock League of Women Voters: http://www.lwvlubbock.org/. 
National Women’s History Museum, Crusade for the Vote: http://www.crusadeforthevote.org/. 
 

 
Sponsored by: Alamo Drafthouse, TTU’s International Film Series, TTU Women’s and Gender Studies, TTU’s 

RISE (Risk Intervention and Safety Education), and The Humanities Center at Texas Tech 
 

Visit our website: https://www.sexismcinema.com/ 
and follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter: @SexismCinema! 
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