
 

 

Sexism|Cinema Film Series: Fall 2021 
Fifty+ years ago, the term “sexism” was coined. This film series considers ways in which sexism is embedded, 
endorsed, and/or challenged in the cinema. Together, these films featuring women as central protagonists offer 
an intriguing site for the analysis of representations of race/ethnicity, femininities, masculinities, and 
sexualities. Get more information about events through our website: https://www.sexismcinema.com/. 

September 1, 2021: Hidden Figures (2016) 
October 6, 2021: US (2019) 

November 3, 2021: Fish Tank (2009) 
December 1, 2021: Zola (2020) 

 
Film Fact: Margot Lee Shetterly wrote the book, Hidden Figures, based on interviews with the Black women who worked at the 
Langley Research Center. In the book, Shetterly describes interviewing Katherine Johnson at her home, and notes that one of the 
objects on display in her living room was an American flag that had traveled to the Moon during the Apollo program.  
 

Our Featured Speaker for Tonight 
Dr. Raegan Higgins is an Associate Professor of Mathematics in the Department of Mathematics & Statistics at Texas Tech 
University (TTU) and a Faculty Fellow in the Office of the Provost at TTU. Her current research focuses modeling prostate 
cancer treatment using the theory of time scales. Additionally, Dr. Higgins has a keen interest in increasing the number 
women and underrepresented minorities in STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics). She is a proud 
alumnus of Xavier University of Louisiana, where she graduated summa cum laude with a B.S. in Mathematics. In 2008, 
Dr. Higgins was one of the first two African-American women to earn a doctoral degree in Mathematics from the University 
of Nebraska – Lincoln. Nationally, Raegan is a co-director of the Enhancing Diversity in Graduate Education (EDGE) 
Program, which is a Presidential Award for STEM Mentoring recipient. EDGE aims to strengthen the ability of women 
students to successfully complete PhD programs in the mathematical sciences and place more women in visible leadership 
roles in the mathematics community. Additionally, Raegan is a co-founder of the website Mathematically Gifted and Black, 
which highlights the contributions and lives of Black mathematicians. In 2021, Dr. Higgins was awarded by the Association 
for Women in Mathematics (AWM) the Gweneth Humphreys Award for Mentoring. 
 

Potential Questions for Discussion 
1. How do both Black and White women experience sexism in the film?  
2. Al Harrison (Kevin Costner) is a fictional character based on three directors who worked at NASA in this period. 

Knowing that he is not a real person, what do you think about his role in the film as an advocate for Katherine 
Johnson, and as a heroic figure?  

3. What similarities and differences are there now compared to the 1960s for Black women who wish to pursue 
education and careers in STEM? 

4. How does the film portray the women’s intelligence and mathematical ability? How is that connected to the film’s 
representation of sexism and racist oppression? 

5. What do you think of the way the film presents the women’s romantic, family, and community relationships? 
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