
 

 

Sexism|Cinema Film Series: Spring 2021 
Fifty+ years ago, the term “sexism” was coined. This film series considers ways in which sexism is embedded, 
endorsed, and/or challenged in the cinema. Together, these films featuring women as central protagonists offer 
an intriguing site for the analysis of representations of race/ethnicity, femininities, masculinities, and 
sexualities. All discussions begin at 7:30pm on Zoom; please register through the links on our website: 
https://www.sexismcinema.com/. 

 
February 3, 2021: Born in Flames (1983) 
March 3, 2021: The Joy Luck Club (1993) 

April 7, 2020: Enough (2002) 

May 5, 2020: Gaslight (1944) 
 

Film Facts:  The term “gaslighting,” widely used now in both psychological and political contexts to refer to 
ways an abuser manipulates a victim’s sense of reality through obfuscation and deceit, originates from the 
1938 stage play on which this film is based. 
 

Our Featured Speaker for Tonight 
Dr. Catherine Borshuk is Professor of Psychology and Assistant Director of the Honors Program at Indiana 
University-South Bend. A social psychologist, Dr. Borshuk specializes in intergroup relations, prejudice, the 
psychology of women (especially domestic violence), and theories of pedagogy.  She is a member of IUSB’s 
Faculty Colloquium on Excellence in Teaching (FACET), and is the former Director of Women’s and Gender 
Studies.  In 2019, Dr. Borshuk was selected as IUSB’s Lundquist Faculty Fellow, the university’s highest 
faculty award. 
 

Potential Questions for Discussion 
1. What do you think about the character of Nancy (Angela Landsbury)? How are both her sexuality and her socio-

economic status presented in the film?  
2. Do you notice any similarities between Gaslight and last month's film, Enough? Think about both the way they 

represent an abusive and manipulative partner, but also the way the films represent their female protagonists' 
"getting even." 

3.  What gender stereotypes contribute to the characterization of Brian Cameron? Gregory Anton? 
4. The film contrasts two patriarchal institutions, marriage and policing.  How does the movie represent women's 

roles within/in relation to these institutions? 
5. If Paula had stayed on her career path, how might this movie have played out? 

 
Further Resources 
Haider, Arwa. "A Cultural History of Gaslighting." BBC Culture Nov. 22, 
2019. https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20191122-cultural-history-of-gaslighting-in-film 
Shoos D.L. (2017) “Gaslight, Gaslighting, and the Gothic Romance Film.” In: Domestic Violence in Hollywood Film. 
Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-65064-7_2 
Sweet, Paige L. "The Sociology of Gaslighting." American Sociological Review 2019, Vol. 84(5) 851–
875. journals.sagepub.com/home/asr 
Winter, Jessica. “The Language of the Trump Administration is the Language of Domestic Violence.” The New Yorker. 11 
June 2018 
 

 

Sponsored by: Alamo Drafthouse, TTU’s International Film Series, TTU Women’s and Gender Studies, TTU’s 

RISE (Risk Intervention and Safety Education), and The Humanities Center at Texas Tech 

Follow us on Facebook: Sexism/Cinema Twitter: @SexismCinema 
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